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Mary McLeod Bethune was a significant figure in American political history. She devoted her life to
advancing equal social, economic, and political rights for blacks. She distinguished herself by creating
lasting institutions that trained black women for visible and expanding public leadership roles. Few have
been as effective in the development of women’s leadership for group advancement. Despite her
accomplishments, the means, techniques, and actions Bethune employed in fighting for equality have been
widely misinterpreted.

Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women’s Political Activism seeks to remedy the misconceptions
surrounding this important political figure. Joyce A. Hanson shows that the choices Bethune made often
appear contradictory, unless one understands that she was a transitional figure with one foot in the nineteenth
century and the other in the twentieth. Bethune, who lived from 1875 to 1955, struggled to reconcile her
nineteenth-century notions of women’s moral superiority with the changing political realities of the twentieth
century. She used two conceptually distinct levels of activism—one nonconfrontational and designed to
slowly undermine systemic racism, the other openly confrontational and designed to challenge the most overt
discrimination—in her efforts to achieve equality.

Hanson uses a wide range of never- or little-used primary sources and adds a significant dimension to the
historical discussion of black women’s organizations by such scholars as Elsa Barkley Brown, Sharon
Harley, and Rosalyn Terborg-Penn. The book extends the current debate about black women’s political
activism in recent work by Stephanie Shaw, Evelyn Brooks-Higginbotham, and Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore.

Examining the historical evolution of African American women’s activism in the critical period between
1920 and 1950, a time previously characterized as “doldrums” for both feminist and civil rights activity,
Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women’s Political Activism is important for understanding the centrality
of black women to the political fight for social, economic, and racial justice.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Scott:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism
(Missouri Biography) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Mary McLeod Bethune and
Black Women's Political Activism (Missouri Biography) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political
Activism (Missouri Biography). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jack Godina:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism
(Missouri Biography) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book features high quality.

Willa Killeen:

This Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism (Missouri Biography) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism (Missouri
Biography) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Clyde Okane:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political
Activism (Missouri Biography) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you



have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Mary
McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism (Missouri Biography).
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