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Medieval scholars and cultural historians have recently turned their attention to the question of “smells” and
what olfactory sensations reveal about society in general and holiness in particular. Sacred Scents in Early
Christianity and Islam contributes to that conversation, explaining how early Christians and Muslims linked
the “sweet smell of sanctity” with ideals of the body and sexuality; created boundaries and sacred space; and
imagined their emerging communal identity. Most importantly, scent—itself transgressive and difficult to
control—signaled transition and transformation between categories of meaning.

Christian and Islamic authors distinguished their own fragrant ethical and theological ideals against the
stench of oppositional heresy and moral depravity. Orthodox Christians ridiculed their ‘stinking’ Arian
neighbors, and Muslims denounced the ‘reeking’ corruption of Umayyad and Abbasid decadence. Through
the mouths of saints and prophets, patriarchal authors labeled perfumed women as existential threats to
vulnerable men and consigned them to enclosed, private space for their protection as well as society’s. At the
same time, theologians praised both men and women who purified and transformed their bodies into
aromatic offerings to God. Both Christian and Muslim pilgrims venerated sainted men and women with
perfumed offerings at tombstones; indeed, Christians and Muslims often worshipped together, honoring
common heroes such as Abraham, Moses, and Jonah.

Sacred Scents begins by surveying aroma’s quotidian functions in Roman and pre-Islamic cultural milieus
within homes, temples, poetry, kitchens, and medicines. Existing scholarship tends to frame ‘scent’ as
something available only to the wealthy or elite; however, perfumes, spices, and incense wafted through the
lives of most early Christians and Muslims. It ends by examining both traditions’ views of Paradise,
identified as the archetypal Garden and source of all perfumes and sweet smells. Both Christian and Islamic
texts explain Adam and Eve’s profound grief at losing access to these heavenly aromas and celebrate God’s
mercy in allowing earthly remembrances. Sacred scent thus prompts humanity’s grief for what was lost and
the yearning for paradisiacal transformation still to come.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Gregory:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Sacred Scents in Early Christianity and Islam
(Studies in Body and Religion), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Charles Jones:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Sacred Scents in Early Christianity and Islam (Studies in Body and
Religion) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

Thomas Barreto:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Sacred Scents in Early Christianity and
Islam (Studies in Body and Religion) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Sacred Scents in Early Christianity and Islam (Studies in
Body and Religion) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

James Gardner:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book Sacred Scents in Early Christianity and Islam (Studies in Body and Religion) we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer
to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life at this time book Sacred Scents in Early Christianity and Islam (Studies in Body and Religion). You can



more appealing than now.
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