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#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
THE ECONOMIST • “I wrote this book not sure I could follow the road to character, but I wanted at least to
know what the road looks like and how other people have trodden it.”—David Brooks

With the wisdom, humor, curiosity, and sharp insights that have brought millions of readers to his New York
Times column and his previous bestsellers, David Brooks has consistently illuminated our daily lives in
surprising and original ways. In The Social Animal, he explored the neuroscience of human connection and
how we can flourish together. Now, in The Road to Character, he focuses on the deeper values that should
inform our lives. Responding to what he calls the culture of the Big Me, which emphasizes external success,
Brooks challenges us, and himself, to rebalance the scales between our “résumé virtues”—achieving wealth,
fame, and status—and our “eulogy virtues,” those that exist at the core of our being: kindness, bravery,
honesty, or faithfulness, focusing on what kind of relationships we have formed.

Looking to some of the world’s greatest thinkers and inspiring leaders, Brooks explores how, through
internal struggle and a sense of their own limitations, they have built a strong inner character. Labor activist
Frances Perkins understood the need to suppress parts of herself so that she could be an instrument in a larger
cause. Dwight Eisenhower organized his life not around impulsive self-expression but considered self-
restraint. Dorothy Day, a devout Catholic convert and champion of the poor, learned as a young woman the
vocabulary of simplicity and surrender. Civil rights pioneers A. Philip Randolph and Bayard Rustin learned
reticence and the logic of self-discipline, the need to distrust oneself even while waging a noble crusade.

Blending psychology, politics, spirituality, and confessional, The Road to Character provides an opportunity
for us to rethink our priorities, and strive to build rich inner lives marked by humility and moral depth.

“Joy,” David Brooks writes, “is a byproduct experienced by people who are aiming for something else. But it
comes.”

Praise for The Road to Character

“A hyper-readable, lucid, often richly detailed human story.”—The New York Times Book Review

“David Brooks—the New York Times columnist and PBS commentator whose measured calm gives punditry
a good name—offers the building blocks of a meaningful life.”—Washingtonian

“This profound and eloquent book is written with moral urgency and philosophical elegance.”—Andrew
Solomon, author of Far from the Tree and The Noonday Demon

“The voice of the book is calm, fair and humane. The highlight of the material is the quality of the author’s
moral and spiritual judgments.”—The Washington Post

“A powerful, haunting book that works its way beneath your skin.”—The Guardian (U.K.)

“This learned and engaging book brims with pleasures.”—Newsday



“Original and eye-opening . . . At his best, Brooks is a normative version of Malcolm Gladwell, culling from
a wide array of scientists and thinkers to weave an idea bigger than the sum of its parts.”—USA Today

“There is something affecting in the diligence with which Brooks seeks a cure for his self-diagnosed
shallowness by plumbing the depths of others.”—Rebecca Mead, The New Yorker

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Road to Character book as
nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Angelita Estes:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Road to Character book
because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Matthew Dealba:

This The Road to Character are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main
reason of this The Road to Character can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Road to Character giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Robert Stitt:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book The Road to Character was filled regarding science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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