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“A house of wonders itself. . . . Wonderland inspires grins and well-what-d'ya-knows” —The New York
Times Book Review

From the New York Times–bestselling author of How We Got to Now and Where Good Ideas Come
From, a look at the world-changing innovations we made while keeping ourselves entertained.

This lushly illustrated history of popular entertainment takes a long-zoom approach, contending that the
pursuit of novelty and wonder is a powerful driver of world-shaping technological change. Steven Johnson
argues that, throughout history, the cutting edge of innovation lies wherever people are working the hardest
to keep themselves and others amused. 
 
Johnson’s storytelling is just as delightful as the inventions he describes, full of surprising stops along the
journey from simple concepts to complex modern systems. He introduces us to the colorful innovators of
leisure: the explorers, proprietors, showmen, and artists who changed the trajectory of history with their
luxurious wares, exotic meals, taverns, gambling tables, and magic shows.  
 
Johnson compellingly argues that observers of technological and social trends should be looking for clues in
novel amusements. You’ll find the future wherever people are having the most fun.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Wonderland: How
Play Made the Modern World (Random House Large Print) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Vincent Cartagena:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Wonderland: How Play Made the Modern World (Random House
Large Print).

Ernestine Biggs:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Wonderland: How Play Made the Modern
World (Random House Large Print) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Wonderland:
How Play Made the Modern World (Random House Large Print) as good book not just by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Steven Delorme:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Wonderland: How Play Made the Modern World
(Random House Large Print) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Wonderland: How Play Made the Modern World (Random House Large Print)



to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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