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From the origins of Muhammad's prophetic movement through the development of Islam's principal
branches to the establishment of the Umayyad dynasty, the concept of authority has been central to Islamic
civilization. By examining the nature, organization, and transformation of authority over time, Dabashi
conveys both continuities and disruptions inherent in the development of a new political culture. It is this
process, he argues, that accounts for the fundamental patterns of authority in Islam that ultimately shaped, in
dialectical interaction with external historical factors, the course of Islamic civilization.

The book begins by examining the principal characteristics of authority in pre-Islamic Arab society. Dabashi
describes the imposition of the Muhammadan charismatic movement on pre-Islamic Arab culture, tracing the
changes it introduced in the fabric of pre-Islamic Arabia. He examines the continuities and changes that
followed, focusing on the concept of authority, and the formation of the Sunnite, Shiite, and Karajite
branches of Islam as political expressions of deep cultural cleavages. For Dabashi, the formation of these
branches was the inevitable outcome of the clash between pre-Islamic patterns of authority and those of the
Muhammadan charismatic movement. In turn, they molded both the unity and the diversity of the emerging
Islamic culture. Authority in Islam explains how this came to be.

Dabashi employs Weber's concept of charismatic authority in describing Muhammad and his mode of
authority as both a model and a point of departure. His purpose is not to offer critical verification or
opposition to interpretation of historical events, but to suggest a new approach to the existing literature. The
book is an important contribution to political sociology as well as the study of Islamic culture and
civilization. Sociologists, political scientists, and Middle Eastern specialists will find this analysis of
particular value.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Weinstein:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they acquire
because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime,
individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require
this Authority in Islam: From the Rise of Muhammad to the Establishment of the Umayyads.

Karen Horton:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Authority in Islam: From the Rise of Muhammad to the
Establishment of the Umayyads it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Greg Little:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Authority in Islam: From the Rise of
Muhammad to the Establishment of the Umayyads can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Carol Sage:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Authority in Islam: From the Rise of Muhammad to
the Establishment of the Umayyads. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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