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Despite his original training as a civil engineer, Chou Wen-Chung came to America in 1946 to pursue music.
He became a protégé of Edgard Varèse and spent several decades teaching, composing, and advancing
modern concepts in contemporary compositions. Incorporating the teachings of his mentor, yet retaining his
own identity, Chou is one of the few composers to successfully integrate images and ideas from both Eastern
and Western culture. His unique synthesis of the two cultures has challenged the American musical
community to recognize and celebrate cultural differences, setting Chou apart in contemporary American
music as an exemplary of the Chinese musical idiom. His founding of the Center for United States-China
Arts Exchange has furthered his exploration of cross-cultural pollination.

This book examines the composer's life and music, including biographic material, an in-depth cultural and
musical analysis of his works, and receptions of his music. An assessment of Chou's unique contribution to
contemporary musical synthesis, a hallmark in twentieth-century music, draws a direct link between his
cross-cultural approach to composition and his family history and upbringing. His quest for an original style
by widening his musical and cultural experiences - including consulting ancient Chinese sources on music
and philosophy - helped to solidify his place in the musical patchwork of contemporary America. Also
drawing a comparison between Chou's approach to musical synthesis and that of his Chinese colleagues,
author Peter Chang's discussion generates interest in cross-cultural studies in contemporary music,
promoting multicultural awareness in America and abroad, and enabling readers to understand different
reactions to the Western impact on Chinese music and culture. The book's appendixes list Chou's
compositions and recordings, and a chronology of performances.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

The book Chou Wen-Chung: The Life and Work of a Contemporary Chinese-Born American Composer
(Composers of North America) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a good thing like a book Chou Wen-Chung: The Life and Work of a Contemporary
Chinese-Born American Composer (Composers of North America)? Some of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Chou Wen-Chung: The Life and Work of a
Contemporary Chinese-Born American Composer (Composers of North America) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read
a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Nicol Thomas:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Chou Wen-Chung: The Life and Work of a Contemporary Chinese-
Born American Composer (Composers of North America) book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Chou Wen-Chung: The Life
and Work of a Contemporary Chinese-Born American Composer (Composers of North America) content
conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles
but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Chou Wen-Chung: The Life and Work
of a Contemporary Chinese-Born American Composer (Composers of North America) is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Gordon Frederick:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Chou Wen-Chung: The Life and Work of a Contemporary Chinese-Born American Composer
(Composers of North America), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.



Luis Hahn:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Chou Wen-Chung: The Life and Work of a
Contemporary Chinese-Born American Composer (Composers of North America) is simple bringing you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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