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Initially a project to preserve the stories of men and women who lived in the Ville—a black neighborhood in
St. Louis known for its business leaders and educators—Doris Wesley's work soon took on a larger purpose.
Lift Every Voice and Sing pairs Wesley's profiles of one hundred prominent African American citizens with
Wiley Price's stunning photographs of each, offering an intimate look at what it was like to live in a
segregated city. Revealing the challenges faced by blacks throughout a tumultuous century, the profiles
feature people from various fields, including doctors, educators, musicians, journalists, men and women in
business, pastors, and civil rights leaders. They each relate their experiences of racism, the obstacles they
overcame in their professions, and the lessons life has taught them.

The book opens with an overview of St. Louis in the twentieth century, providing a historical context for the
profiles. A segregated city up through the 1950s, St. Louis became a birthplace of civil rights. A number of
organizations in the city fought for equality, including an early chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality,
which sponsored pickets, boycotts, and sit-ins. The community's African American lawyers sent several
important civil rights cases to the U.S. Supreme Court. Citizens also worked together to create an effective
political machine that garnered work for blacks despite the segregated job market.

The individuals represented in Lift Every Voice and Sing witnessed firsthand the events that changed the face
of their city and the nation. Their accounts, both engaging and insightful, present a unique perspective on the
African American community of St. Louis.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandra Dunlap:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Lift Every Voice and Sing: St. Louis
African Americans in the Twentieth Century book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Debbie Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Lift Every Voice and Sing: St.
Louis African Americans in the Twentieth Century that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Lift Every Voice and Sing: St. Louis African
Americans in the Twentieth Century become your own personal starter.

Cheri Adamo:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
the books in the top record in your reading list is actually Lift Every Voice and Sing: St. Louis African
Americans in the Twentieth Century. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Diana Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Lift Every Voice and Sing: St.
Louis African Americans in the Twentieth Century.
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