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Nixon in China and The Death of Klinghoffer played a crucial role in bringing opera back to life as a
contemporary art form, and they have been popular—and, in the case of Klinghoffer, highly
controversial—ever since they were first staged by the director Peter Sellars in the eighties and nineties. Both
operas were conceived from the start as collaborations between composer and writer, and their power is due
as much to the dazzlingly constructed and deeply felt libretti of the poet Alice Goodman as they are to John
Adams’s music. Nixon in China is a story, at once heroic, comic, and unnerving, of men and women making
history and of their different conceptions of what history is and what it means to makes it. Klinghoffer, by
contrast, has at its center the tragedy of an innocent man condemned at the cost of his life to play a part in
history. History Is Our Mother, which takes its title from a line sung by the title character in Nixon in China,
brings Goodman’s two libretti together for the first time in book form. Included alongside Goodman’s no
less inspired translation of Emanuel Schikaneder’s famous libretto to The Magic Flute, these vivid dramas of
character and searching meditations on fate are here revealed as among the most original, ambitious, and
accomplished poetic achievements of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled History is
Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer, The Magic Flute (NYRB Classics)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Carrie Hanks:

This History is Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer, The Magic Flute
(NYRB Classics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of History is
Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer, The Magic Flute (NYRB Classics)
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't be worry History is Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer, The Magic
Flute (NYRB Classics) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This History is Our Mother: Three
Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer, The Magic Flute (NYRB Classics) having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Louis Gayman:

The actual book History is Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer, The
Magic Flute (NYRB Classics) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book History is Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of
Klinghoffer, The Magic Flute (NYRB Classics) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Theresa Braun:

The reserve untitled History is Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer, The
Magic Flute (NYRB Classics) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality
of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of History is Our Mother: Three Libretti: Nixon in China, The Death of Klinghoffer,



The Magic Flute (NYRB Classics) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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