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In this book, Nina Sylvanus tells a captivating story of global trade and cross-cultural aesthetics in West
Africa, showing how a group of Togolese women—through the making and circulation of wax
cloth—became influential agents of taste and history. Traveling deep into the shifting terrain of textile
manufacture, design, and trade, she follows wax cloth around the world and through time to unveil its critical
role in colonial and postcolonial patterns of exchange and value production.
           
Sylvanus brings wax cloth’s unique and complex history to light: born as a nineteenth-century Dutch
colonial effort to copy Javanese batik cloth for Southeast Asian markets, it was reborn as a status marker that
has dominated the visual economy of West African markets. Although most wax cloth is produced in China
today, it continues to be central to the expression of West African women’s identity and power. As Sylvanus
shows, wax cloth expresses more than this global motion of goods, capital, aesthetics, and labor—it is a form
of archive where intimate and national memories are stored, always ready to be reanimated by human touch.
By uncovering this crucial aspect of West African material culture, she enriches our understanding of global
trade, the mutual negotiations that drive it, and the how these create different forms of agency and
subjectivity.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Lowe:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender,
and Materiality in West Africa will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Antoinette Hagen:

The experience that you get from Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa is
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and
Materiality in West Africa giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa instantly.

Charles Davis:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender,
and Materiality in West Africa is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Donald Freeman:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Patterns in Circulation: Cloth,
Gender, and Materiality in West Africa to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the book Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and
Materiality in West Africa can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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