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Should immigrants have to pass a literacy test in order to enter the United States? Progressive-Era Americans
debated this question for more than twenty years, and by the time the literacy test became law in 1917, the
debate had transformed the way Americans understood immigration, and created the logic that shaped
immigration restriction policies throughout the twentieth century. Jeanne Petit argues that the literacy test
debate was about much more than reading ability or the virtues of education. It also tapped into broader
concerns about the relationship between gender, sexuality, race, and American national identity. The
congressmen, reformers, journalists, and pundits who supported the literacy test hoped to stem the tide of
southern and eastern European immigration. To make their case, these restrictionists portrayed illiterate
immigrant men as dissipated, dependent paupers, immigrant women as brood mares who bore too many
children, and both as a eugenic threat to the nation's racial stock. Opponents of the literacy test argued that
the new immigrants were muscular, virile workers and nurturing, virtuous mothers who would strengthen the
race and nation. Moreover, the debaters did not simply battle about what social reformer Grace Abbott called
"the sort of men and women we want." They also defined as normative the men and women they were --
unquestionably white, unquestionably American, and unquestionably fit to shape the nation's future. Jeanne
D. Petit is Associate Professor of History at Hope College.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barney:

This book untitled The Men and Women We Want (Gender and Race in American History) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Fred Polak:

The book The Men and Women We Want (Gender and Race in American History) has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kimberly Gomez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Men and Women We Want (Gender and Race in
American History) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Men and Women We
Want (Gender and Race in American History).

Natalie Renz:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Men and Women We Want
(Gender and Race in American History) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Men and Women We
Want (Gender and Race in American History) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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