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Comprehending tragedy has been a major philosophical and critical preoccupation in Western thought.
Whether concerned with the generic problem of definition or with tragedy in the context of specific writers
or periods, books with multiple and often conflicting perspectives abound. In an effort to bring order to the
explanations over two millennia, Tragedy and Tragic Theory lucidly analyzes the principal ideas about
tragedy from Plato to the present.

Critically surveying the similarities and differences among major theories, Palmer analyzes features
associated with tragedy, such as the tragic hero, katharsis, and self-recognition; develops a working
definition of tragedy; and applies these ideas to a sampling of plays that present special interpretive
problems. He incorporates and explores the ideas of such eminent thinkers as Aristotle, Hegel, Nietzche,
Schopenhauer, Schiller, Kierkegaard, and Freud, as well as contemporary theorists, who also appear with
biographical blurbs in an appendix to the volume along with an extensive bibliography. By examining both
tragedy and the theoretical responses to tragedy, this study demonstrates that the definition of tragedy
depends on the meaning perceived by an audience rather than on a structured stimulus independent of
response; yet, it does not abandon the possibility of isolating fixed defining characteristics. The audience
response approach provides a framework for analyzing earlier theories. Systematically developed, the study
is equally valuable as a text in drama and criticism or as a convenient reference tool to drama theory and
theorists.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Hood:

The book Tragedy and Tragic Theory: An Analytical Guide can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Tragedy and Tragic Theory: An
Analytical Guide? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Tragedy and
Tragic Theory: An Analytical Guide has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Irma Tijerina:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Tragedy and Tragic Theory: An Analytical Guide it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high
quality.

Michael Sweet:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be Tragedy and Tragic Theory: An Analytical Guide.

John Yang:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Tragedy and Tragic Theory: An Analytical Guide this e-book consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has



grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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