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In spite of the ever-growing popularity of Kwanzaa, the story of the influential Black nationalist organization
behind the holiday has never been told. Fighting for Us explores the fascinating history of the US
Organization, a Black nationalist group based in California that played a leading role in Black Power politics
and culture during the late 1960s and early ‘70s whose influence is still felt today. Advocates of Afrocentric
renewal, US unleashed creative and intellectual passions that continue to fuel debate and controversy among
scholars and students of the Black Power movement.

Founded in 1965 by Maulana Karenga, US established an extensive network of alliances with a diverse body
of activists, artists and organizations throughout the United States for the purpose of bringing about an
African American cultural revolution. Fighting for US presents the first historical examination of US’
philosophy, internal dynamics, political activism and influence on African American art, making an
elaborate use of oral history interviews, organizational archives, Federal Bureau of Investigation files,
newspaper accounts, and other primary sources of the period.

This book also sheds light on factors contributing to the organization's decline in the early
‘70s—;government repression, authoritarianism, sexism, and elitist vanguard politics. Previous scholarship
about US has been shaped by a war of words associated with a feud between US and the Black Panther Party
that gave way to a series of violent and deadly clashes in Los Angeles. Venturing beyond the lingering
rhetoric of rivalry, this book illuminates the ideological similarities and differences between US's “cultural”
nationalism and the Black Panther Party's "revolutionary" nationalism. Today, US’s emphasis on culture has
endured as evidenced by the popularity of Kwanzaa and the Afrocentrism in Black art and popular media.
Engaging and original, Fighting for US will be the definitive work on Maulana Karenga, the US
organization, and Black cultural nationalism in America.
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From reader reviews:

Hae Hughes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Fighting for Us.

Emma O\'Neill:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Fighting for Us as your daily resource information.

Dave Arreola:

Often the book Fighting for Us has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Marianne Button:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Fighting for Us can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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