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When William Temple Hornaday wrote this text for the Smithsonian Institution in 1889, the thirty million
buffalo that had once roamed North America had been reduced to a few hundred. Alarmed by this
decimation, Hornaday--a hunter, zoologist, writer, and the Smithsonian's chief taxidermist--set out for
Montana to collect specimens for preservation at the Smithsonian. One of the main results of his trip was The
Extermination of the American Bison, a timely recounting of the history and destruction of the buffalo, and a
landmark work in early conservation advocacy.

Hornaday paints a vivid portrait of the buffalo's natural history, describing its distribution, habits, character,
and "mental capacity," as well as the history of recorded encounters with buffalo since the sixteenth century.
He then provides a haunting account of the animals' slaughter, lamenting the horrific destruction of almost
the entire species. His final section describes the planning, construction, and reception of the Buffalo Group,
his innovative museum display of six taxidermied buffalo that was intended to serve as both a scientific
record of and a national monument to a nearly lost species.

Hanna Rose Shell's insightful introduction emphasizes how Hornaday's appeal for wildlife conservation
continues to resonate today. It also provides a unique window into a forgotten network of taxidermists,
hunters, and animal preservationists that shaped contemporary conservation movements.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

The book The Extermination of the American Bison can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Extermination of the
American Bison? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The
Extermination of the American Bison has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

John Tillery:

Often the book The Extermination of the American Bison has a lot associated with on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Bethany Christiansen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Extermination of the American
Bison reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Extermination of the American Bison as good book but
not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Craig Nazario:

You can get this The Extermination of the American Bison by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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