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A History of Arabic Astronomy is a comprehensive survey of Arabic planetary theories from the eleventh
century to the fifteenth century based on recent manuscript discoveries. George Saliba argues that the
medieval period, often called a period of decline in Islamic intellectual history, was scientifically speaking, a
very productive period in which astronomical theories of the highest order were produced.

Based on the most recent manuscript discoveries, this book broadly surveys developments in Arabic
planetary theories from the eleventh century to the fifteenth. Taken together, the primary texts and essays
assembled in this book reverse traditional beliefs about the rise and fall of Arabic science, demonstrating
how the traditional “age of decline” in Arabic science was indeed a “Golden Age” as far as astronomy was
concerned.

Some of the techniques and mathematical theorems developed during this period were identical to those
which were employed by Copernicus in developing his own non-Ptolemaic astronomy. Significantly, this
volume will shed much-needed light on the conditions under which such theories were developed in
medieval Islam. It clearly demonstrates the distinction that was drawn between astronomical activities and
astrological ones, and reveals, contrary to common perceptions about medieval Islam, the accommodation
that was obviously reached between religion and astronomy, and the degree to which astronomical planetary
theories were supported, and at times even financed, by the religious community itself. This in stark contrast
to the systematic attacks leveled by the same religious community against astrology.

To students of European intellectual history, the book reveals the technical relationship between the
astronomy of the Arabs and that of Copernicus. Saliba’s definitive work will be of particular interest to
historians of Arabic science as well as to historians of medieval and Renaissance European science.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hartung:

Here thing why this particular A History of Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age
of Islam (New York University Studies in Near Eastern Civilization) are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. A History of Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age
of Islam (New York University Studies in Near Eastern Civilization) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with A History of
Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age of Islam (New York University Studies in
Near Eastern Civilization). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of A History of Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age
of Islam (New York University Studies in Near Eastern Civilization) in e-book can be your choice.

John Harris:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually A History of Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During
the Golden Age of Islam (New York University Studies in Near Eastern Civilization) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Jennifer Johnson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
personally is A History of Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age of Islam (New
York University Studies in Near Eastern Civilization) this publication consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.



David Blunt:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and A History of Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During
the Golden Age of Islam (New York University Studies in Near Eastern Civilization) as well as others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes A History of Arabic
Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age of Islam (New York University Studies in Near
Eastern Civilization) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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