
Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early
Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts)

J. H. Chajes

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0812237242
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0812237242
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0812237242


Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern
Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts)

J. H. Chajes

Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) J. H.
Chajes

After a nearly two-thousand-year interlude, and just as Christian Europe was in the throes of the great Witch
Hunt and what historians have referred to as "The Age of the Demoniac," accounts of spirit possession began
to proliferate in the Jewish world. Concentrated at first in the Near East but spreading rapidly westward,
spirit possession, both benevolent and malevolent, emerged as perhaps the most characteristic form of
religiosity in early modern Jewish society.

Adopting a comparative historical approach, J. H. Chajes uncovers this strain of Jewish belief to which scant
attention has been paid. Informed by recent research in historical anthropology, Between Worlds provides
fascinating descriptions of the cases of possession as well as analysis of the magical techniques deployed by
rabbinic exorcists to expel the ghostly intruders.

Seeking to understand the phenomenon of spirit possession in its full complexity, Chajes delves into its
ideational framework—chiefly the doctrine of reincarnation—while exploring its relation to contemporary
Christian and Islamic analogues. Regarding spirit possession as a form of religious expression open to—and
even dominated by—women, Chajes initiates a major reassessment of women in the history of Jewish
mysticism. In a concluding section he examines the reception history of the great Hebrew accounts of spirit
possession, focusing on the deployment of these "ghost stories" in the battle against incipient skepticism in
the turbulent Jewish community of seventeenth-century Amsterdam.

Exploring a phenomenon that bridged learned and ignorant, rich and poor, men and women, Jews and
Gentiles, Between Worlds maps for the first time a prominent feature of the early modern Jewish religious
landscape, as quotidian as it was portentous: the nexus of the living and the dead.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

The event that you get from Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish
Culture and Contexts) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Between
Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and
Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) instantly.

Christine Frazier:

The reserve untitled Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and
Contexts) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists,
and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Jeffrey Thompson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists,
and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Ginger Amundson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern
Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this



world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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