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Is it true that film in the twentieth century experimented with vision more than any other art form? And what
visions did it privilege? In this brilliant book, acclaimed film scholar Francesco Casetti situates the cinematic
experience within discourses of twentieth-century modernity. He suggests that film defined a unique gaze,
not only because it recorded many of the century's most important events, but also because it determined the
manner in which they were received.

Casetti begins by examining film's nature as a medium in an age obsessed with immediacy, nearness, and
accessibility. He considers the myths and rituals cinema constructed on the screen and in the theater and how
they provided new images and behaviors that responded to emerging concerns, ideas, and social orders. Film
also succeeded in negotiating the different needs of modernity, comparing and uniting conflicting stimuli,
providing answers in a world torn apart by conflict, and satisfying a desire for everydayness, as well as
lightness, in people's lives. The ability to communicate, the power to inform, and the capacity to negotiate-
these are the three factors that defined film's function and outlook and made the medium a relevant and vital
art form of its time.

So what kind of gaze did film create? Film cultivated a personal gaze, intimately tied to the emergence of
point of view, but also able to restore the immediacy of the real; a complex gaze, in which reality and
imagination were combined; a piercing gaze, achieved by machine, and yet deeply anthropomorphic; an
excited gaze, rich in perceptive stimuli, but also attentive to the spectator's orientation; and an immersive
gaze, which gave the impression of being inside the seen world while also maintaining a sense of distance.
Each of these gazes combined two different qualities and balanced them. The result was an ever inventive
synthesis that strived to bring about true compromises without ever sacrificing the complexity of
contradiction. As Casetti demonstrates, film proposed a vision that, in making opposites permeable, modeled
itself on an oxymoronic principle. In this sense, film is the key to reading and understanding the modern
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

Here thing why that Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity (Film and Culture Series) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity (Film and
Culture Series) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity (Film and Culture
Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity (Film and Culture Series) in e-book can be
your alternate.

David McGowan:

Exactly why? Because this Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity (Film and Culture Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Randall Briggs:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity (Film and Culture Series) the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity
(Film and Culture Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Mary Diaz:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Eye of the Century: Film, Experience,



Modernity (Film and Culture Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity
(Film and Culture Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of these time.
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