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What if the goddess Athena, who sprang fully-grown from Zeus's head and denied she had a mother, became
aware of the compelling existence of her other parent? What if she discovered that her mother, Metis-first
wife of Zeus and "wiser than all gods and mortal men," according to Hesiod-was swallowed by her father
and continued to impart her wisdom to him from inside his belly? Recent Spanish novels by women parallel
this hypothetical situation based on Greek myth by featuring female protagonists who obsessively re-
examine the lives of their mothers, seeking to know and understand them. In Mother and Myth in Spanish
Novels, Sandra J. Schumm examines six narratives by Spanish authors published since 2000 that focus on a
daughter's search to know more about her matriarchal heritage: Carme Riera's La mitad del alma, Lucía
Etxebarria's Un milagro en equilibrio, Rosa Montero's El corazón del tártaro, Cristina Cerezales's De oca a
oca, María de la Pau Janer's Las mujeres que hay en mí, and Soledad Purtolas's Historia de un abrigo. In
each of these novels, the protagonist realizes that failure to integrate the loss of her mother into her life
results in the inability to define her self. Without valorization of the maternal subject, the legacy of the
daughter is at risk-she is also objectified and swallowed-and the whole society suffers. The daughters'
attention to their mothers in these novels is as if Athena had finally recognized that her mother, Metis, had
been ingested by Zeus. The myth of Metis and Athena becomes a metaphor of the daughter's quest toward
wholeness and individuation in these works; she begins to understand that her maternal legacy is a source of
wisdom that has been obscured. These novels by Spanish women strengthen the mother's voice, rescue her
from anonymity, and rewrite the matriarchal archetype.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Mother & Myth in Spanish Novels:
Rewriting the Matriarchal Archetype book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

James Buscher:

The reserve with title Mother & Myth in Spanish Novels: Rewriting the Matriarchal Archetype has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Richard Horgan:

The book untitled Mother & Myth in Spanish Novels: Rewriting the Matriarchal Archetype contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well
as order it. Have a nice examine.

Peggy Dunn:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Mother & Myth in Spanish Novels: Rewriting the
Matriarchal Archetype or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Mother & Myth in Spanish Novels: Rewriting the Matriarchal Archetype
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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