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In France at the end of the nineteenth century, progress and material prosperity coincided with widespread
alarm about disease and decay. The obsessions of our own culture as the twentieth century came to a close
resonate strikingly with those of the last fin-de-siècle: crime, pollution, sexually transmitted diseases, gender
confusion, moral depravity, alcoholism, and tobacco and drug use were topics of popular discussion then as
now.The Decadent Reader is a collection of novels and stories from fin-de-siècle France that celebrate
decline, aestheticize decay, and take pleasure in perversity. By embracing the marginal, the unhealthy, and
the deviant, the decadent writers attacked bourgeois life, which they perceived to be the chief enemy of art.
Barbey d'Aurevilly, Joris-Karl Huysmans, Jean Lorrain, Guy de Maupassant, Villiers de l'Isle-Adam, Catulle
Mendès, Rachilde, Jean Moréas, Octave Mirbeau, Joséphin Péladan, and Remy de Gourmont looted the
riches of their culture for their own purposes. In an age of medicine, they borrowed its occult mysteries
rather than its positivism. From its social Darwinism, they found their monsters: sadists, murderers,
transvestites, fetishists, prostitutes, nymphomaniacs, and hysterics. And they reveled in them, completely
upending the conventions of romance and sentimentality. The Decadent Reader, which includes critical
essays on all of the authors, many novels and stories that have never before appeared in English, and familiar
works set in a new context, offers a compelling portrait of fin-de-siècle France.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Decadent Reader: Fiction,
Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle France will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Robert Franco:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and
Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle France to read.

Chester Grantham:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list will be The Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion
from Fin-de-Siècle France. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Charlotte Lee:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and
Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle France to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion from
Fin-de-Siècle France can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of these time.
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