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John Guare, one of the most innovative and influential contemporary American playwrights of the last sixty
years, is best known for such works as House of Blue Leaves, winner of an Obie Award, the New York
Drama Critics Circle Award for Best American Play, and four Tony Awards, and Six Degrees of Separation,
recipient of the New York Drama Critics Circle Award for Best American Play and the Olivier Best Play
Award and a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Drama. In Understanding John Guare, William W. Demastes
provides a concise biography and analyzes the playwright’s career from his earliest works produced off-off
Broadway in the 1960s to his most recent Broadway play, A Free Man of Color, a finalist for the 2011
Pulitzer Prize in Drama.
Often compared to his contemporaries Sam Shepard and David Mamet, who have distinctive voices tied to
their mastery of realistic, idiomatic American English, Guare has a style that is perhaps more varied,
Demastes speculates, the result of his formal training in theater. After earning a bachelor’s degree from
Georgetown University, Guare earned an M.F.A. from the Yale School of Drama. He then polished his
theater craft in New York City during the exciting and turbulent 1960s, breaking from realist conventions
and creating an unlikely blend of comedy, burlesque, stand-up comedy, and absurdly incongruous plotlines.
The result has been a theater of surprise, rich in stage action, and experimentally invigorating.
Demastes examines Guare’s tools and techniques such as mixing serious with comic, creating characters who
break into song and dance, inserting standup comedy routines, and drawing from the most absurd
incongruities of everyday life. In doing so, Guare has created plays about the best and worst of humanity,
about lost souls, and about delusional ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Perdue:

Often the book Understanding John Guare (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Chris Robertson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Understanding John Guare (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Understanding John Guare (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Floy Knowles:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Understanding John Guare (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
Understanding John Guare (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) as good book not simply by
the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Arthur Warnick:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Understanding John Guare (Understanding Contemporary
American Literature) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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