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Voice leading is the musical art of combining sounds over time. In this book, David Huron offers an
accessible account of the cognitive and perceptual foundations for this practice. Drawing on decades of
scientific research, including his own award-winning work, Huron offers explanations for many practices
and phenomena, including the perceptual dominance of the highest voice, chordal-tone doubling, direct
octaves, embellishing tones, and the musical feeling of sounds "leading" somewhere. Huron shows how
traditional rules of voice leading align almost perfectly with modern scientific accounts of auditory
perception. He also reviews pertinent research establishing the role of learning and enculturation in auditory
and musical perception.

Voice leading has long been taught with reference to Baroque chorale-style part-writing, yet there exist many
more musical styles and practices. The traditional emphasis on Baroque part-writing understandably leaves
many musicians wondering why they are taught such an archaic and narrow practice in an age of stylistic
diversity. Huron explains how and why Baroque voice leading continues to warrant its central pedagogical
status. Expanding beyond choral-style writing, Huron shows how established perceptual principles can be
used to compose, analyze, and critically understand any kind of acoustical texture from tune-and-
accompaniment songs and symphonic orchestration to jazz combo arranging and abstract electroacoustic
music. Finally, he offers a psychological explanation for why certain kinds of musical textures are more
likely to be experienced by listeners as pleasing.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Pinkney:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Voice Leading:
The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Frank Hudson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Voice Leading: The
Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Grace Harrell:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) this publication consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Piedad Trainor:

You can get this Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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