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The idea of enlightenment entails liberty, equality, rationalism, secularism, and the connection between
knowledge and well being. In spite of the setbacks of revolutionary violence, mass murder, and two world
wars, the spread of enlightenment values is still the yardstick by which moral, political, and scientific
advances are measured. In On Enlightenment, David Stove attacks the roots of enlightenment thought to
define its successes, limitations, and areas of likely failures.

Stove champions the use of reason and recognizes the falsity of religious claims as well as the importance of
individual liberty. He rejects the enlightenment’s uncritical optimism regarding social progress and its
willingness to embrace revolutionary change. What evidence is there that the elimination of superstition will
lead to happiness? Or that it is possible to accept Darwinism without Social Darwinism? Or that the
enlightenment’s liberal, rationalistic outlook will lead to the social progress envisioned by its advocates?

Despite best intentions, says Stove, social reformers who attempt to improve the world inevitably make
things worse. He advocates a conservative approach to change, pointing out that social structures are so large
and complex that any widespread social reform will have innumerable unforeseen consequences. Writing in
the tradition of Edmund Burke with the same passion for clarity and intellectual honesty as George Orwell,
David Stove was one of the most articulate and insightful philosophers of his day.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

The book On Enlightenment make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make looking at a book On Enlightenment being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve On Enlightenment. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Kathy Donnelly:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this On Enlightenment.

Mildred Lucas:

The particular book On Enlightenment has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Mary May:

Beside this On Enlightenment in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have On Enlightenment
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!
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