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On April 4, 1866, just as Alexander II stepped out of Saint Petersburg's Summer Garden and onto the
boulevard, a young man named Dmitry Karakozov pulled out a pistol and shot at the tsar. He missed, but his
"unheard-of act" changed the course of Russian history?and gave birth to the revolutionary political violence
known as terrorism.

Based on clues pulled out of the pockets of Karakozov's peasant disguise, investigators concluded that there
had been a conspiracy so extensive as to have sprawled across the entirety of the Russian empire and the
European continent. Karakozov was said to have been a member of "The Organization," a socialist network
at the center of which sat a secret cell of suicide-assassins: "Hell." It is still unclear how much of this
"conspiracy" theory was actually true, but of the thirty-six defendants who stood accused during what was
Russia's first modern political trial, all but a few were exiled to Siberia, and Karakozov himself was publicly
hanged on September 3, 1866. Because Karakozov was decidedly strange, sick, and suicidal, his failed act of
political violence has long been relegated to a footnote of Russian history.

In The Odd Man Karakozov, however, Claudia Verhoeven argues that it is precisely this neglected,
exceptional case that sheds a new light on the origins of terrorism. The book not only demonstrates how the
idea of terrorism first emerged from the reception of Karakozov's attack, but also, importantly, what was
really at stake in this novel form of political violence, namely, the birth of a new, modern political subject.
Along the way, in characterizing Karakozov's as an essentially modernist crime, Verhoeven traces how his
act profoundly impacted Russian culture, including such touchstones as Repin's art and Dostoevsky's
literature.

By looking at the history that produced Karakozov and, in turn, the history that Karakozov produced,
Verhoeven shows terrorism as a phenomenon inextricably linked to the foundations of the modern world:
capitalism, enlightened law and scientific reason, ideology, technology, new media, and above all, people's
participation in politics and in the making of history.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

Here thing why this specific The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial Russia, Modernity, and the Birth of
Terrorism are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial Russia,
Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no book that similar with The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial Russia,
Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial Russia,
Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism in e-book can be your substitute.

Mark Hoffman:

The book with title The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial Russia, Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Tammy Booker:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial Russia, Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get before. The The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial Russia,
Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Rose Rafferty:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial
Russia, Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world



much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Odd Man Karakozov: Imperial
Russia, Modernity, and the Birth of Terrorism become your personal starter.
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