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A Century of Magico-Religious Healing examines the relationship between church-based medicine and the
state in Ethiopia over the course of the 20th century. Church-based healing, associated with the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, can be traced back to the 16th century. It involved a rich complex of practices based on
the use of esoteric medical and divinatory texts and the manipulation of letters and numbers, as well as
invocation of spirits, and the use of herbal therapies. Church-based healers underwent rigorous training
lasting many years and dealt with a range of physical and social problems. During the 20th century, church-
based healers had to contend with a rapidly changing social and political environment shaped by successive
state-led efforts to transform Ethiopian society. These transformations, including the introduction of western
education and medicine, began with the westernizing initiatives of Menelik II (1889-1913), and continued
through successive post-Menelik governments. Assefa investigates how churchbased medico-magical healers
struggled to maintain their medical traditions in the face of these transformations. "A Century of Magico-
Religious Healing is based on extensive archival research and oral interviews and represents one of the only
studies that we have which traces the history of indigenous healing practices in Africa over time. For that
reason alone it is an important contribution to the history of medicine in Africa. Moreover, Assefa s Balcha
work is a 'must read' for anyone interested in understanding the challenges that face those working to
integrate indigenous and biomedical practices in Africa." Randall M. Packard, Professor and Chair: Institute
of the History of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University
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From reader reviews:

David Wolverton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name A Century of
Magico-Religious Healing: the African, Ethiopian Case (1900-1980s) suitable to you? The book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Century of Magico-Religious Healing: the
African, Ethiopian Case (1900-1980s)is the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Henry McMahon:

You can find this A Century of Magico-Religious Healing: the African, Ethiopian Case (1900-1980s) by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Bruce Herrera:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Century of Magico-Religious Healing: the
African, Ethiopian Case (1900-1980s) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book A Century of Magico-Religious Healing: the African, Ethiopian Case (1900-1980s) has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
in which.

May Davidson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that little
person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually A Century of Magico-Religious
Healing: the African, Ethiopian Case (1900-1980s).
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