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One of the pre-eminent scholars in the history and theory of European socialism, John Kautsky in this
volume develops the argument that Marxism and Leninism are two quite different ideologies. He
counterposes this view with the commonly accepted one of Leninism as simply one form that Marxism took
in the course of its evolution. The easy identification of Marxism and Leninism with each other has been
responsible for great confusion in the realm of both scholarly and political discourse.

Kautsky develops his position within the tradition of the sociology of knowledge, by the close examination
of the different meanings of the Marxist vocabulary as it was used by Marxists and Leninists. His frame of
reference turns on the position of labor in turn-of-the-century industrial Europe and the role of modernizing
intellectuals in underdeveloped countries. While the vocabulary used was often common to Marx and Lenin,
Marxism was explicitly concerned with appeals to workers in industrial nations such as Germany and
Austria, whereas Leninism appeals to revolutionaries in underdeveloped nations such as Russia and China.

Whatever be the current assessment of the future of socialism and communism, Kautsky holds that it is
important to study the core structure of both Marxism and Leninism, since they were major phenomena that
powerfully affected the world in the twentieth century. Beyond that, in dealing with how different ideologies
can be ensconced within the same rhetoric, the book offers an outstanding entrance into the sociology of
knowledge as a tool for political analysis. This is a unique work in the function of language no less than the
nature of ideology.

The work is divided into five parts: Two environments, two ideologies, one terminology. The evolution of
Marxism, its appeals in the German Empire. The evolution of Leninism, its appeals to strata involved in
making modernizing revolutions. The differential outcomes of Marxism in the East and Leninism in the
West. And finally, an examination of why Marxism and Leninism have been seen as a single ideology. In a
new essay prepared for this new edition, Kautsky provides important autobiographical as well as historical
reflections on how this book fits into the overall pattern of the author's work.
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

The book Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a
book Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of
Knowledge has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Shaw:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Marxism and Leninism: An
Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Lynn Lambert:

You can find this Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Sara Matthews:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of



Knowledge can make you feel more interested to read.
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