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Eight of the last twelve presidents were millionaires when they took office. Millionaires have a majority on
the Supreme Court, and they also make up majorities in Congress, where a background in business or law is
the norm and the average member has spent less than two percent of his or her adult life in a working-class
job. Why is it that most politicians in America are so much better off than the people who elect them— and
does the social class divide between citizens and their representatives matter?

With White-Collar Government, Nicholas Carnes answers this question with a resounding—and
disturbing—yes. Legislators’ socioeconomic backgrounds, he shows, have a profound impact on both how
they view the issues and the choices they make in office. Scant representation from among the working class
almost guarantees that the policymaking process will be skewed toward outcomes that favor the upper class.
It matters that the wealthiest Americans set the tax rates for the wealthy, that white-collar professionals
choose the minimum wage for blue-collar workers, and that people who have always had health insurance
decide whether or not to help those without. And while there is no one cause for this crisis of representation,
Carnes shows that the problem does not stem from a lack of qualified candidates from among the working
class. The solution, he argues, must involve a variety of changes, from the equalization of campaign funding
to a shift in the types of candidates the parties support.

If we want a government for the people, we have to start working toward a government that is truly by the
people. White-Collar Government challenges long-held notions about the causes of political inequality in the
United States and speaks to enduring questions about representation and political accountability.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled White-Collar Government: The Hidden Role of Class in
Economic Policy Making (Chicago Studies in American Politics). Try to face the book White-Collar
Government: The Hidden Role of Class in Economic Policy Making (Chicago Studies in American Politics)
as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Arthur Reaves:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed White-Collar
Government: The Hidden Role of Class in Economic Policy Making (Chicago Studies in American Politics)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Sue Eldred:

The ability that you get from White-Collar Government: The Hidden Role of Class in Economic Policy
Making (Chicago Studies in American Politics) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but White-Collar Government: The Hidden Role of Class in Economic Policy Making (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that
White-Collar Government: The Hidden Role of Class in Economic Policy Making (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) instantly.

Michael Aldrich:

You can get this White-Collar Government: The Hidden Role of Class in Economic Policy Making (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now,



you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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