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When award-winning journalist Dave Jamieson rediscovered his childhood baseball card collection he
figured that now was the time to cash in on his “investments.” But when he tried the card shops, they were
nearly all gone, closed forever. eBay was no help, either. Baseball cards were selling for next to nothing.
What had happened? In Mint Condition, the first comprehensive history of this American icon, Jamieson
finds the answers and much more. In the years after the Civil War, tobacco companies started slipping
baseball cards into cigarette packs as collector’s items, launching a massive advertising war. Before long, the
cards were wagging the cigarettes. In the 1930s, baseball cards helped gum and candy makers survive the
Great Depression, and kept children in touch with the game. After World War II, Topps Chewing Gum Inc.
built itself into an American icon, hooking a generation of baby boomers on bubble gum and baseball cards.
In the 1960s, royalties from cards helped to transform the players’ union into one of the country’s most
powerful, dramatically altering the business of the game. And in the '80s and '90s, cards went through a
spectacular bubble, becoming a billion-dollar-a-year industry before all but disappearing. Brimming with
colorful characters, this is a rollicking, century-spanning, and extremely entertaining history.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Logan:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards
Became an American Obsession book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Brian Bauer:

This Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession tend to be reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Mint Condition: How Baseball
Cards Became an American Obsession can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Terrance Oneal:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be read. Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American
Obsession can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Lynne Young:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession was filled
with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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