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In the weeks that followed the horror of September 11, politicians of both major parties resolutely asserted
America's national unity. Barely four years later, the illusions of the rhetoric of unity have given way to the
divisive oversimplifications of Red vs. Blue electoral cartography. Divided We Fall: Family Discord and the
Fracturing of America offers a more nuanced yet more disturbing picture of American disunity, a disunity
both social and political, both public and personal. Deeper than the disagreements that separate voter from
voter, this disunity increasingly separates man from woman, husband from wife, parent from child,
grandparent from grandchild, and sibling from sibling.

Though the national turmoil in family life has unquestionably opened new divides in political life (on the
questions of abortion and gay marriage, for instance), this analysis explores the bewildering cross-cutting
tensions surrounding these fissures. The search for ways to bridge such fissures takes on particular urgency
because of the mounting costs of family disintegration--social and legal, cultural and psychological. Because
they recognize the often-desperate plight of single mothers and their children, policymakers have often
worked together in bipartisan fashion to intensify government efforts to collect child support from non-
custodial fathers, to place abused children in foster care, and to provide shelter for the family fragments on
the street.

But these pragmatic government responses to pressing social needs are no substitute for deeper probing into
the cultural causes of these needs. Indeed, as the author probes those causes--including the erosion of the
home economy, of restraints on sexual conduct, and of the traditional family wage--he warns that continued
reliance on government to compensate for family failure will make matters worse in the long run. While
family failure puts ever more burdens on government, this investigation shows how such failure withers the
selfless civic impulses that sustain any healthy government.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Divided We Fall: Family Discord and the Fracturing of
America. Try to make book Divided We Fall: Family Discord and the Fracturing of America as your close
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jaime Howell:

The actual book Divided We Fall: Family Discord and the Fracturing of America will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Divided We Fall: Family Discord and the
Fracturing of America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Christopher Riley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Divided We Fall: Family Discord and the Fracturing of America
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Brown:

Why? Because this Divided We Fall: Family Discord and the Fracturing of America is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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