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Aristotle listed moderation as one of the moral virtues. He also defined virtue as the mean between extremes,
implying that moderation plays a vital role in all forms of moral excellence. But moderation's protean
character—its vague and ill-defined omnipresence in judgment and action—makes it exceedingly difficult to
grasp theoretically. At the same time, moderation seems to be the foundation of many contemporary
democratic political regimes, because the competition between parties cannot properly function without
compromise and bargaining. The success of representative government and its institutions depends to a great
extent on the virtue of moderation, yet the latter persists in being absent from both the conceptual discourse
of many political philosophers and the campaign speeches of politicians fearful of losing elections if they are
perceived as moderates.

Aurelian Craiutu aims to resolve this paradox. Examining the writings of prominent twentieth-century
thinkers such as Raymond Aron, Isaiah Berlin, Norberto Bobbio, Michael Oakeshott, and Adam Michnik, he
addresses the following questions: What does it mean to be a moderate voice in political and public life?
What are the virtues and limits of moderation? Can moderation be the foundation for a successful platform or
party? Though critics maintain that moderation is merely a matter of background and personal temperament,
Craiutu finds several basic norms that have consistently appeared in different national and political contexts.
The authors studied in this book defended pluralism, of ideas, interests, and social forces, and sought to
achieve a sound balance between them through political trimming. They shared a preoccupation with
political evil and human dignity, but refused to see the world in Manichaean terms that divide it neatly into
the forces of light and those of darkness. Faces of Moderation argues that moderation remains crucial for
today's encounters with new forms of extremism and fundamentalism across the world.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Farris:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Faces of Moderation: The Art of Balance in an Age of
Extremes (Haney Foundation Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important some sort of book Faces of Moderation: The Art of Balance in an Age of
Extremes (Haney Foundation Series). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Smith:

The guide with title Faces of Moderation: The Art of Balance in an Age of Extremes (Haney Foundation
Series) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Bessie Kraft:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Faces of Moderation: The Art of Balance in an Age of Extremes (Haney Foundation Series) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Faces of Moderation: The Art of
Balance in an Age of Extremes (Haney Foundation Series) giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

William Brown:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Faces of Moderation: The
Art of Balance in an Age of Extremes (Haney Foundation Series) provide you with a new experience in



reading a book.
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