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This book argues that modernity first arrived in late nineteenth-century Shanghai via a new spatial
configuration. This city’s colonial capitalist development ruptured the traditional configuration of self-
contained households, towns, and natural landscapes in a continuous spread, producing a new set of
fragmented as well as fluid spaces. In this process, Chinese sojourners actively appropriated new concepts
and technology rather than passively responding to Western influences. Liang maps the spatial and material
existence of these transient people and reconstructs a cultural geography that spreads from the interior to the
neighbourhood and public spaces.

In this book the author:

discusses the courtesan house as a surrogate home and analyzes its business, gender, and material●

configurations; 
examines a new type of residential neighbourhood and shows how its innovative spatial arrangements●

transformed the traditional social order and hierarchy; 
surveys a range of public spaces and highlights the mythic perceptions of industrial marvels, the●

adaptations of colonial spatial types, the emergence of an urban public, and the spatial fluidity between
elites and masses. 

Through reading contemporaneous literary and visual sources, the book charts a hybrid modern development
that stands in contrast to the positivist conception of modern progress. As such it will be a provocative read
for scholars of Chinese cultural and architectural history.
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Mapping Modernity
in Shanghai: Space, Gender, and Visual Culture in the Sojourners' City, 1853-98? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lynette Petree:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Mapping Modernity in
Shanghai: Space, Gender, and Visual Culture in the Sojourners' City, 1853-98 is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Bruce Williamson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Mapping Modernity in Shanghai: Space, Gender, and
Visual Culture in the Sojourners' City, 1853-98 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

James Hudson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the particular book you have read will be Mapping Modernity in Shanghai: Space, Gender, and Visual
Culture in the Sojourners' City, 1853-98.
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