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Owners of mystery bookshops will tell you that there are several sorts of buyers: those who purchase on
impulse or whim; genre addicts who buy paperbacks by the week and by the armful; and those who have
caught up on canonical texts and regularly buy new novels by select authors in hardcover. Richard B.
Schwartz belongs in the last group, with his own list of approximately seventy favorite writers.
Nice and Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction explores the work of these writers, building upon a
reading of almost seven hundred novels from the 1980s and 1990s. By looking at recurring themes in these
mysteries, Schwartz offers readers new ways to approach the works in relation to contemporary cultural
concerns.
            With sensitivity to a culture consisting of frontiers and borders, Schwartz examines the position of
the vigilante in art and society, racial bridges and divides, the absence of divine presence and compensating
narrative strategies, the unresolved nature of the crime plot and its roots in chivalric romance. The special
importance of setting and the growing importance of grotesque humor in the fiction studied here are
addressed by the author, as is the journalistic/instructional dimension of the field and the importance of
crossover narratives.
            This book is not only a study and appreciation of an important subgenre and its contemporary
practitioners; it also utilizes both literary history and theoretical material. Information has been drawn from
fanzines, from discussions with writers, booksellers, agents, and editors, and from the author’s own extensive
knowledge of literature and American culture.
            Nice and Noir is wide-ranging but neither ponderous nor lugubrious. Its language is accessible but
not simplistic. The book will have a broad appeal—both to academics and to general readers with some
interest in American studies and popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

Here thing why this particular Nice and Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Nice and Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Nice and Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Nice and
Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction in e-book can be your choice.

John Casale:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Nice and Noir: Contemporary American Crime
Fiction, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Roderick Olin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Nice and Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Kirk Qualls:

This Nice and Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction is great guide for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Nice and
Noir: Contemporary American Crime Fiction in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information



in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but
this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
this?
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