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Russia: A World Apart is a haunting evocation of the ruined country estates of the Russian aristocracy of the
18th and 19th centuries. Revolution, civil war, invasion, anarchy and casual indifference have conspired
against many of the grand buildings of Russia’s rich and complex past. The architectural riches of Moscow
and St Petersburg still exist for everyone to see, but when the photographer Simon Marsden and author
Duncan McLaren entered the Russian countryside, away from the obvious tourist trails, they encountered a
very different world.

McLaren relates how “The further from Moscow and St Petersburg, the more
desolate and derelict the landscape became. Endless pot-holed roads pass through one dead or dying village
after another whose vandalized churches are now the refuge of owls and pigeons. This is the plight of
modern-day Russia where the countryside is dying and its population declining while the big cities are
thriving. Hidden away within all this desolation and chaos, many devastated country estates can be found.
The statuary and formal gardens gone forever, replaced by an overgrown wilderness where stray dogs forage
amongst the crumbling outhouses, garbage and rotting tyres.”

This book, the result of four trips undertaken by Marsden and McLaren, illustrates a diverse mix of pre-
revolutionary buildings and memorials, manor houses, palaces, churches, statuary and tombs, interspersed
with more recent monuments from Soviet times. Each picture tells its own tale. In the newly found freedom
and optimism of the post-communist era, some of these estates are being restored by individuals and
organizations whose immense dedication to rescuing their past is nothing short of inspiring. Others will
simply crumble to dust in the face of indifference from the majority of the population making Russia: A
World Apart a beautiful and melancholy testament to the glories and grandeur of the past few centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Russia: A World Apart as your daily
resource information.

Vera Velez:

This book untitled Russia: A World Apart to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this book from your list.

Nancy Hedrick:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Russia: A World Apart, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Lawrence Sawyer:

The book untitled Russia: A World Apart contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her
idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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