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The idea of intelligent machines has become part of popular culture. But tracing the history of the actual
science of machine intelligence reveals a rich network of cross-disciplinary contributions--the unrecognized
origins of ideas now central to artificial intelligence, artificial life, cognitive science, and neuroscience. In
The Mechanization of Mind in History, scientists, artists, historians, and philosophers discuss the
multidisciplinary quest to formalize and understand the generation of intelligent behavior in natural and
artificial systems as a wholly mechanical process. The contributions illustrate the diverse and interacting
notions that chart the evolution of the idea of the mechanical mind. They describe the mechanized mind as,
among other things, an analogue system, an organized suite of chemical interactions, a self-organizing
electromechanical device, an automated general-purpose information processor, and an integrated collection
of symbol manipulating mechanisms. They investigate the views of pivotal figures that range from Descartes
and Heidegger to Alan Turing and Charles Babbage, and they emphasize such frequently overlooked areas as
British cybernetic and pre-cybernetic thinkers. The volume concludes with the personal insights of five
highly influential figures in the field: John Maynard Smith, John Holland, Oliver Selfridge, Horace Barlow,
and Jack Cowan.Philip Husbands is Professor of Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence in the
Department of Informatics at the University of Sussex and Codirector of the Sussex Centre for
Computational Neuroscience and Robotics. Owen Holland is Professor in the Department of Computer
Science at the University of Essex. Michael Wheeler is Reader in Philosophy at the University of Stirling. He
is the author of Reconstructing the Cognitive World: The Next Step (MIT Press, 2005).ContributorsPeter
Asaro, Horace Barlow, Andy Beckett, Margaret Boden, Jon Bird, Paul Brown, Seth Bullock, Roberto
Cordeschi, Jack Cowan, Ezequiel Di Paolo, Hubert Dreyfus, Andrew Hodges, Owen Holland, Jana
Horáková, Philip Husbands, Jozef Kelemen, John Maynard Smith, Donald Michie, Oliver Selfridge, Michael
Wheeler
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press) book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Maxine Elam:

The knowledge that you get from The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press) is a more deep you rooting
the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the
idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press) instantly.

Carlo Young:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press) can be
the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?

Debra Durso:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book The Mechanical Mind in History (MIT Press). You can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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