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Democracy is in crisis, from the streets of Ferguson to the struggle in Greece. Throughout the world millions
suffer under neo-liberalism and austerity but are unable to force their governments to address their needs.
Fundamentally, democracy is about the relationships between the state, markets and civil society. Attempts
to artificially repress the functions of any of these institutions result in political, social and economic
problems that lead to irresolvable contradictions and eventual failure. This book undertakes the examination
of capitalist democracy, globalization, and the emergence of a transnational capitalist class needed to
develop a strategy for implementing democracy beyond its current impasse.

Early capitalism contained the contradiction between property rights and popular democracy. The American
and French revolutions saw an alliance between the capitalist class, farmers, craft workers and laborers.
Democracy was a class compromise, based on the political balance between the masses and the new ruling
elite. This tension has set in motion the continual conflict over democratic rights. As the transnational
capitalist class coalesced into a hegemonic bloc, their project was to reengineer the national state to serve
global markets and suppress democratic input from civil society. This has led to a growing social crisis that
cannot be resolved by global capitalism.

Socialism emerged as the alternative to capitalism, promising economic equality and social justice. But the
Soviet system centralized power into the state, suppressing both civil society and the market. This created
fundamental economic and social contradictions. Eventually the failure of an internal transformation led to
collapse. As for anarchism, its theory ignores the role of the state and rejects the market, creating a limited
ideology of social change that fails to create a viable alternative.

A successor system must recognize the relationships between the state, markets and civil society, seeking to
balance naturally occurring contradictions through the practice and renewal of democratic institutions.
Conflicts are not an indication of a dysfunctional society, but of a vibrant, adaptable and open society. The
key is recognizing horizontal democracy as the structure for resolving conflicts. Worker ownership and
cooperatives may be the first step in constructing such a society, alongside sustainable economics,
protagonistic democracy and governmental public financing.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bradford:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Global Capitalism and the Crisis of Democracy book is readable by simply you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Global Capitalism and the Crisis of Democracy content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you nevertheless thinking Global Capitalism and the Crisis of Democracy is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Mamie Shaw:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Global Capitalism and the Crisis of
Democracy is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Pablo Cook:

The e-book untitled Global Capitalism and the Crisis of Democracy is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Global Capitalism and the Crisis of Democracy from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

James Fulk:

The book untitled Global Capitalism and the Crisis of Democracy contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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