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Upon my return to the United States a few months ago, after the extraordinary series of adventure in the
South Seas and elsewhere, of which an account is given in the following pages, accident threw me into the
society of several gentlemen in Richmond, Va., who felt deep interest in all matters relating to the regions I
had visited, and who were constantly urging it upon me, as a duty, to give my narrative to the public. I had
several reasons, however, for declining to do so, some of which were of a nature altogether private, and
concern no person but myself; others not so much so. One consideration which deterred me was that, having
kept no journal during a greater portion of the time in which I was absent, I feared I should not be able to
write, from mere memory, a statement so minute and connected as to have the appearance of that truth it
would really possess, barring only the natural and unavoidable exaggeration to which all of us are prone
when detailing events which have had powerful influence in exciting the imaginative faculties. Another
reason was, that the incidents to be narrated were of a nature so positively marvellous that, unsupported as
my assertions must necessarily be (except by the evidence of a single individual, and he a half-breed Indian),
I could only hope for belief among my family, and those of my friends who have had reason, through life, to
put faith in my veracity - the probability being that the public at large would regard what I should put forth as
merely an impudent and ingenious fiction. A distrust in my own abilities as a writer was, nevertheless, one of
the principal causes which prevented me from complying with the suggestions of my advisers.

Among those gentlemen in Virginia who expressed the greatest interest in my statement, more particularly in
regard to that portion of it which related to the Antarctic Ocean, was Mr. Poe, lately editor of the "Southern
Literary Messenger," a monthly magazine, published by Mr. Thomas W. White, in the city of Richmond.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Complete Works of
Edgar Allan Poe (Classic Reprint). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Lily Sawyers:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe (Classic Reprint), it is possible to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a reserve.

Keith Abell:

The book untitled The Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe (Classic Reprint) contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Melinda Brown:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe
(Classic Reprint) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study
it. Beside that the reserve The Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe (Classic Reprint) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their
time.
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