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"An important [book] on a crucial topic. . . . As educative as it is healing. . . . does justice to the hundreds of
African and diaspora physicians who bore the white man's burden."--A. G. Adebayo, Kennesaw State
College

"A carefully researched study which illuminates crucial topics in the history of colonial Africa, the African
diaspora, and the history of medicine, this important book will interest scholars from many fields."--K.
David Patterson, University of North Carolina, Charlotte

This history of West African medicine, seen through the biographies of African practitioners, documents the
struggles of the medical profession in Africa to achieve autonomy and self-definition.

 The practice of African medicine is ancient--the source, in fact, of a great deal of Western medical
knowledge from the Middle Ages onward. Until the close of the 19th century, African and West Indian
physicians were able to work freely to protect the health of Africans and Europeans alike in West Africa.

 In 1901, however, when colonialism--and pseudoscientific racism--was in full force, British administrative
action brought about an era of restrictions and segregation, a time of "closed shop," as British middle-class
policy makers described it in the 1950s. Even African physicians trained in the United States and the former
Soviet Union and Eastern bloc countries were unwelcome in their countries of origin upon their return home.

 This book discusses the role of African doctors in colonial state and society, the emergence of Africa's
modern medical service, and the contribution of African physicians to an understanding of African diseases
and their treatment. It also deals with traditional African medicine, beginning in Egypt 3,000 years ago.
Historians and social scientists specializing in West African history, and African historians in general--
especially those interested in medicine--will find the book essential.

Adell Patton, Jr., is associate professor of history at the University of Missouri, St. Louis. An Africanist born
in Arkansas, he is the author of book chapters and of articles in the International Journal of African
Historical Studies, the Journal of Negro History, Arkansas Historical Quarterly, and other journals.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Lewis:

The e-book untitled Physicians, Colonial Racism, and Diaspora in West Africa is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Physicians, Colonial Racism, and Diaspora in
West Africa from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Gladys Jackson:

The book with title Physicians, Colonial Racism, and Diaspora in West Africa contains a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Warner Gomez:

Physicians, Colonial Racism, and Diaspora in West Africa can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Physicians, Colonial Racism, and
Diaspora in West Africa however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.

Ora Orozco:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Physicians, Colonial Racism, and Diaspora
in West Africa reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Physicians,
Colonial Racism, and Diaspora in West Africa as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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