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William Blake once wrote that "The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom." Inspired by these poetic
terms, Jeffrey J. Kripal reveals how the works of scholars of mysticism are often rooted in their own mystical
experiences, "roads of excess," which can both lead to important insights into these scholars' works and point
us to our own "palaces of wisdom."

In his new book, Kripal addresses the twentieth-century study of mysticism as a kind of mystical tradition in
its own right, with its own unique histories, discourses, sociological dynamics, and rhetorics of secrecy.
Fluidly combining autobiography and biography with scholarly exploration, Kripal takes us on a tour of
comparative mystical thought by examining the lives and works of five major historians of
mysticism—Evelyn Underhill, Louis Massignon, R. C. Zaehner, Agehananda Bharati, and Elliot
Wolfson—as well as relating his own mystical experiences. The result, Kripal finds, is seven "palaces of
wisdom": the religious power of excess, the necessity of distance in the study of mysticism, the relationship
between the mystical and art, the dilemmas of male subjectivity and modern heterosexuality, a call for
ethical criticism, the paradox of the insider-outsider problem in the study of religion, and the magical power
of texts and their interpretation.
An original and penetrating analysis of modern scholarship and scholars of mysticism, Roads of Excess,
Palaces of Wisdom is also a persuasive demonstration of the way this scholarly activity is itself a mystical
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and
Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom:
Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism is not only giving you more new information but also to
be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the
Study of Mysticism. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Lori Gravitt:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Roads of Excess, Palaces of
Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism, you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Edward Franco:

Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the
Study of Mysticism yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Sylvia Ferland:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom:
Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism or even others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their



knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Roads of Excess, Palaces
of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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