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The unexpected story of how genetic testing is affecting race in America

We know DNA is a master key that unlocks medical and forensic secrets, but its genealogical life is both
revelatory and endlessly fascinating. Tracing genealogy is now the second-most popular hobby amongst
Americans, as well as the second-most visited online category. This billion-dollar industry has spawned
popular television shows, websites, and Internet communities, and a booming heritage tourism circuit.

The tsunami of interest in genetic ancestry tracing from the African American community has been
especially overwhelming. In The Social Life of DNA, Alondra Nelson takes us on an unprecedented journey
into how the double helix has wound its way into the heart of the most urgent contemporary social issues
around race.

For over a decade, Nelson has deeply studied this phenomenon. Artfully weaving together keenly observed
interactions with root-seekers alongside illuminating historical details and revealing personal narrative, she
shows that genetic genealogy is a new tool for addressing old and enduring issues. In The Social Life of
DNA, she explains how these cutting-edge DNA-based techniques are being used in myriad ways, including
grappling with the unfinished business of slavery: to foster reconciliation, to establish ties with African
ancestral homelands, to rethink and sometimes alter citizenship, and to make legal claims for slavery
reparations specifically based on ancestry.

Nelson incisively shows that DNA is a portal to the past that yields insight for the present and future, shining
a light on social traumas and historical injustices that still resonate today. Science can be a crucial ally to
activism to spur social change and transform twenty-first-century racial politics. But Nelson warns her
readers to be discerning: for the social repair we seek can’t be found in even the most sophisticated science.
Engrossing and highly original, The Social Life of DNA is a must-read for anyone interested in race, science,
history and how our reckoning with the past may help us to chart a more just course for tomorrow.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

In other case, little people like to read book The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation
After the Genome. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how
is important any book The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Logan Merritt:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation
After the Genome it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Eva Oleary:

The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome yet doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Stephany Garcia:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and
Reconciliation After the Genome can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one
book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can



be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome.
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