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On April 22, 1969 -- three months before Neil Armstrong's walk on the Moon -- the world watched as a
small sailboat came ashore at Falmouth, England, completing a voyage of astonishing courage and
endurance that would forever alter our ongoing adventure with the sea. Ten months earlier, nine very
different men had set off in small and ill-equipped boats, determined to do the impossible: sail around the
world alone and without stopping, to win the race dubbed the Golden Globe. Only one of the nine would
cross the finish line -- to fame, wealth, and glory. For the others, the rewards would be despair, madness, and
death.

The men were inspired by Sir Francis Chichester, who had become a national hero in Britain for stopping
only once (in Australia) while sailing alone around the world. Suddenly what had seemed impossible-to
circumnavigate the world alone and nonstop -- now appeared within reach. For nine driven men -- among
them Robin Knox-Johnston, a young Merchant Marine captain; Bernard Moitessier, a French mystic; Donald
Crowhurst, a brilliant, troubled electrical engineer; and Chay Blyth, an Army sergeant who had rowed across
the Atlantic in 1966 but did not know how to saila gauntlet had been thrown down, a challenge they found
themselves overwhelmingly and inexplicably compelled to accept.

Though the Golden Globe race was the progenitor of (and inspiration for) the Vendee Globe and the Race of
the Millennium, its participants had more in common with Captain Cook and Ferdinand Magellan than with
today's high-tech sailor. There was no satellite navigational system, no onboard computer, no cell phone or
fax line connecting them to the world beyond -- or to possible rescuers. They survived on their wits and
ingenuity, navigating by sextant, sun, and stars. Their most sophisticated technology -- when it worked --
was aradio.

A Voyage for Madmen is aremarkable story of individuals against the sea, of men driven by their dreams and
demonsto live for months on end in a cabin roughly the size of aVolkswagen. To succeed they must endure
the harshest of weather; stave off unimaginable loneliness in the forbidding Southern Ocean; navigate
unassisted through the world's most treacherous waters off the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn; and, time
and again, face -- alone -- those fateful moments when a single decision could mean the difference between
life and death.

With anovelist's eye for detail and a seaman's knowledge of the joys and perils of blue water, Peter Nichols
has crafted a classic tale of endurance and adventure -- afitting chronicle of how these obsessed sailors, "in
their puny and inadequate boats, undertook the last great maritime feat...and how, one by one, the sea cut
them down."
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From reader reviews:
Brian Roberts:

The knowledge that you get from A Voyage For Madmen may be the more deep you rooting the information
that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to recognise but A VVoyage For Madmen giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular A Voyage For Madmen instantly.

lan Coghlan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, aswell as
soon. The A Voyage For Madmen will give you new experience in reading a book.

Sheila Cyr:

This A Voyage For Madmen is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it
relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A VVoyage For Madmen can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
acquireitself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a book
especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

John Warner:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
ideawhen they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book A Voyage For Madmen to
make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to seeit and mingle the
sensation about book and reading through especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve A Voyage For Madmen can to be a newly purchased friend
when you'rereally feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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