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John James Audubon's boundless enthusiasm for the natural wonders of North America found magnificent
expression in The Birds of America, perhaps the most beautiful bird book ever produced. Virtually all of the
scholarly attention paid to Audubon has been devoted to the double elephant folio of The Birds, published in
Great Britain between 1827 and 1838. But, as Ron Tyler reveals in this ground-breaking study, even before
the larger work was completed, Audubon was contemplating a "petit edition, " which would bring his birds
to a much larger - and more profitable - audience. This was the royal octavo edition, one of the handsomest
publications created in America during the first half of the nineteenth century. Published in seven volumes
measuring approximately 8 by 11 inches (as opposed to the double elephant folio's 39 1/2 by 26 1/2 inches),
it was a truly national work. It went through nine editions during the nineteenth century and sold across the
country, providing financial support for Audubon's family for years after his death. Audubon himself called
it his "salvator." Because the royal octavo edition is a work of art in its own right and the source of much of
Audubon's reputation and popularity, Ron Tyler offers an engrossing narrative of the "little work's"
conception, production, distribution, and reception. He mines a rich store of hitherto neglected sources,
including Audubon family account books, newly discovered original drawings for the octavo edition,
numerous proofs for the plates, sales records, and personal correspondence, for a fresh look at this important
aspect of Audubon's career. This study carefully reconstructs the processes that produced the most popular
naturalhistory book of the nineteenth century. Tyler describes the changes that Audubon made for his "petit
edition, " including the addition of seventeen species; explains the printing methods used to produce the
plates; discusses, for the first time, the surprising differences between
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Robinson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Audubon's Great National
Work: The Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Kathleen King:

Why? Because this Audubon's Great National Work: The Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joseph Lewis:

Beside this kind of Audubon's Great National Work: The Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Audubon's Great National Work: The
Royal Octavo Edition of the Birds of America because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!

William Sam:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Audubon's Great National Work: The Royal Octavo
Edition of the Birds of America can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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