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In the modern West, we take for granted that what we call the “natural world” confronts us all and always
has—but Before Nature explores that almost unimaginable time when there was no such conception of
“nature”—no word, reference, or sense for it.

 

Before the concept of nature formed over the long history of European philosophy and science, our ancestors
in ancient Assyria and Babylonia developed an inquiry into the world in a way that is kindred to our modern
science. With Before Nature, Francesca Rochberg explores that Assyro-Babylonian knowledge tradition and
shows how it relates to the entire history of science. From a modern, Western perspective, a world not
conceived somehow within the framework of physical nature is difficult—if not impossible—to imagine.
Yet, as Rochberg lays out, ancient investigations of regularity and irregularity, norms and anomalies clearly
established an axis of knowledge between the knower and an intelligible, ordered world. Rochberg is the first
scholar to make a case for how exactly we can understand cuneiform knowledge, observation, prediction,
and explanation in relation to science—without recourse to later ideas of nature. Systematically examining
the whole of Mesopotamian science with a distinctive historical and methodological approach, Before Nature
will open up surprising new pathways for studying the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

The book Before Nature: Cuneiform Knowledge and the History of Science can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Before Nature:
Cuneiform Knowledge and the History of Science? A number of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Before Nature: Cuneiform Knowledge and the History of Science has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Todd:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a e-book. The book Before Nature: Cuneiform Knowledge and the History of Science it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

James Nadler:

Beside this Before Nature: Cuneiform Knowledge and the History of Science in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Before Nature: Cuneiform Knowledge and the History of Science because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
along with read it from right now!

Desmond Goforth:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Before Nature: Cuneiform Knowledge and the
History of Science was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Before
Nature: Cuneiform Knowledge and the History of Science has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and



rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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