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Religious thinkers, political leaders, lawmakers, writers, and philosophers have shaped the 1,400-year-long
development of the world's second-largest religion. But who were these people? What do we know of their
lives and the ways in which they influenced their societies?
 
In Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives, the distinguished historian of Islam Chase F. Robinson draws on the
long tradition in Muslim scholarship of commemorating in writing the biographies of notable figures, but he
weaves these ambitious lives together to create a rich narrative of Islamic civilization, from the Prophet
Muhammad in the seventh century to the era of the world conquerer Timur and the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed
II in the fifteenth.
 
Beginning in Islam’s heartland, Mecca, and ranging from North Africa and Iberia in the west to Central and
East Asia, Robinson not only traces the rise and fall of Islamic states through the biographies of political and
military leaders who worked to secure peace or expand their power, but also discusses those who developed
Islamic law, scientific thought, and literature. What emerges is a fascinating portrait of rich and diverse
Islamic societies. Alongside the famous characters who colored this landscape—including Muhammad’s
cousin ’Ali; the Crusader-era hero Saladin; and the poet Rumi—are less well-known figures, such as Ibn
Fadlan, whose travels in Eurasia brought fascinating first-hand accounts of the Volga Vikings to the Abbasid
Caliph; the eleventh-century Karima al-Marwaziyya, a woman scholar of Prophetic traditions; and Abu al-
Qasim Ramisht, a twelfth-century merchant millionaire.
 
An illuminating read for anyone interested in learning more about this often-misunderstood civilization, this
book creates a vivid picture of life in all arenas of the pre-modern Muslim world.
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From reader reviews:

Earline Shepler:

This Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years without
we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years can bring any time you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Robin Almeida:

The feeling that you get from Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years could be the more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of
Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years instantly.

Marina Tijerina:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000
Years it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book has high quality.

Lisa Williams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the



outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives: The First 1,000 Years
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.
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