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Religion and liberty are often thought to be mutual enemies: if religion has a natural ally, it is
authoritarianism--not republicanism or democracy. But in this book, Maurizio Viroli, a leading historian of
republican political thought, challenges this conventional wisdom. He argues that political emancipation and
the defense of political liberty have always required the self-sacrifice of people with religious sentiments and
a religious devotion to liberty. This is particularly the case when liberty is threatened by authoritarianism: the
staunchest defenders of liberty are those who feel a deeply religious commitment to it.

Viroli makes his case by reconstructing, for the first time, the history of the Italian "religion of liberty,"
covering its entire span but focusing on three key examples of political emancipation: the free republics of
the late Middle Ages, the Risorgimento of the nineteenth century, and the antifascist Resistenza of the
twentieth century. In each example, Viroli shows, a religious spirit that regarded moral and political liberty
as the highest goods of human life was fundamental to establishing and preserving liberty. He also shows
that when this religious sentiment has been corrupted or suffocated, Italians have lost their liberty.

This book makes a powerful and provocative contribution to today's debates about the compatibility of
religion and republicanism.
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

Here thing why this particular As If God Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. As If God Existed: Religion and Liberty in
the History of Italy giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no e-book that similar with As If God Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of As If God Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy in e-book can be your
option.

Regina Laporte:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the As If God
Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Juan Crowe:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this As If God
Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy.

Shelly Reder:

This As If God Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't



mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having As If God Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?
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