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Hatzenbuehler argues that Jefferson, though celebrated as a nationalist, is best understood as a member of the
Virginia gentry who viewed the nation through the lens of his native country, the Commonwealth of
Virginia. Throughout his life, Jefferson was torn between his participation in a privileged order and his
periodic dissent from the order's ways. In taking Virginians to task for their failure to improve Virginia
society, he masked his own reluctance to make fundamental changes in his life. The zenith of Jefferson's
criticism came in Notes on the State of Virginia, where he chided his fellow Virginians for failing to take
advantage of the opportunities that independence from Great Britain promised-including writing a new state
constitution, establishing religious freedom, educating all of the state's youth, farming grains instead of
planting tobacco, and abolishing slavery. The height of his withdrawal from the commitment to the change
he advocated came after his presidency, when he allowed his gentry culture to ensnare him. The author also
investigates specific issues of contention in the Jefferson literature, among them Jefferson's reliance on the
writings of early Virginian writers and George Mason in drafting Summary View of the Rights of British
America and the Declaration of Independence, the influence of the great French Encyclopedie on his
composition of Notes on the State of Virginia, his authorship of the Kentucky Resolutions, his unfulfilled
revolution as president, and the timing of the creation of the University of Virginia. Carefully drawing on
Jefferson's voluminous correspondence, Hatzenbuehler does not shy away from the Founding Father's
failings butfinds much to admire.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

The e-book with title "I Tremble for My Country": Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern
Dissent) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Hazel Freese:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually "I Tremble for My Country": Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent).

John Dame:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like "I Tremble for My Country":
Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent) which is finding the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's see.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the "I Tremble for My Country": Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent) when
you desired it?
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