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Some neurological patients exhibit a striking tendency to confabulate -- to construct false answers to a
question while genuinely believing that they are telling the truth. A stroke victim, for example, will describe
in detail a conference he attended over the weekend when in fact he has not left the hospital. Normal people,
too, sometimes have a tendency to confabulate; rather than admitting "I don't know," some people will make
up an answer or an explanation and express it with complete conviction. In Brain Fiction, William Hirstein
examines confabulation and argues that its causes are not merely technical issues in neurology or cognitive
science but deeply revealing about the structure of the human intellect.

Hirstein describes confabulation as the failure of a normal checking or censoring process in the brain -- the
failure to recognize that a false answer is fantasy, not reality. Thus, he argues, the creative ability to construct
a plausible-sounding response and some ability to check that response are separate in the human brain.
Hirstein sees the dialectic between the creative and checking processes -- "the inner dialogue" -- as an
important part of our mental life. In constructing a theory of confabulation, Hirstein integrates perspectives
from different fields, including philosophy, neuroscience, and psychology to achieve a natural mix of
conceptual issues usually treated by philosophers with purely empirical issues; information about the
distribution of certain blood vessels in the prefrontal lobes of the brain, for example, or the behavior of split-
brain patients can shed light on the classic questions of philosophy of mind, including questions about the
function of consciousness. This first book-length study of confabulation breaks ground in both philosophy
and cognitive science.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle of
Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle of
Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Katherine Lee:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Brain Fiction:
Self-Deception and the Riddle of Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology) book as this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Ella Nebel:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Brain Fiction: Self-
Deception and the Riddle of Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology) or maybe others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Brain Fiction: Self-
Deception and the Riddle of Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Judith Ellis:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle
of Confabulation (Philosophical Psychopathology) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book



and learn it. Beside that the publication Brain Fiction: Self-Deception and the Riddle of Confabulation
(Philosophical Psychopathology) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of the time.
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