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Rosa Ponselle (1897--1981) was one of the greatest American opera singers of the twentieth century. This
definitive biography, published on the centenary of her birth, provides a compelling, in-depth, and balanced
portrait of the brilliant soprano. It is a captivating Cinderella story of the spirited diva's rise from modest
beginnings in Meriden, Connecticut, to star of the Metropolitan Opera. Drawing on interviews and extensive
documentary research, Mary Jane Phillips-Matz charts the course of Ponselle's incredible career, from
demonstrating sheet music in dime stores, to singing in motion picture houses and restaurants, to performing
on the vaudeville stage with her beloved and talented sister Carmela, to her pivotal audition for Enrico
Caruso. With Caruso's backing, the twenty-one-year-old soprano, with no previous experience in opera,
made a sensational debut at the Metropolitan Opera and became an overnight celebrity. The extraordinarily
successful operatic and concert career that followed the diva's debut is chronicled in this vibrant account.
Also included are Ponselle's headstrong disputes with the Metropolitan, her troubled marriage and divorce,
and her productive retirement years as Artistic Director of the Baltimore Civic Opera and teacher of such
future opera stars as Placido Domingo, Beverly Sills, William Warfield, James Morris, and Sherill Milnes.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Stewart:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Rosa Ponselle: American Diva seemed to be making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The book Rosa Ponselle: American Diva is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Rosa Ponselle: American Diva. You never truly feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jill Vaughn:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Rosa Ponselle: American Diva why because the great cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Theresa Tompkins:

This Rosa Ponselle: American Diva is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Rosa Ponselle: American
Diva in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Luz Cox:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Rosa Ponselle: American
Diva is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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