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“Spanning virtually the entire twentieth century and as timely as the outbreak of the 2011 ‘January
Revolution,’ this work has much to say about where Egypt has been, who Egyptians are and, ultimately,
where they may take their country.”—Joel Gordon, author of Nasser: Hero of the Arab Nation

“A truly extraordinary accomplishment that is thought provoking, creative, and inspiring. Belli is the first in
Middle Eastern studies to examine the cultural history of twentieth- century Egypt through the interactions
between education and remembrance. Her revised theoretical approach is applicable not only to Middle
Eastern societies and cultures, but to others worldwide.”—Israel Gershoni, Tel Aviv University

“An interesting history of memory that is diverse, dynamic, and disparate. Makes an outstanding contribution
to our understandings of Egyptian national identity and memory.”—Nancy L. Stockdale, University of North
Texas

Examining history not as it was recorded, but as it is remembered, An Incurable Past contextualizes the
classist and deeply disappointing post-Nasserist period that has inspired today’s Egyptian revolutionaries.
Public performances, songs, stories, oral histories, and everyday speech reveal not just the history of mid-
twentieth-century Egypt, but also the ways in which ordinary people experience and remember the past.

           
Constructing a ground-breaking theoretical framework, Mériam Belli demonstrates the fragility of the
“collectivity” and the urgent need to replace the current method for studying collective memory with a new
approach she defines as “historical utterances.” Contextual and relational, these links between intimate and
public historical narratives are an integral part of a society’s dialogue about its past, present, and future.
Three major vernacular expressions constitute the historical utterances that illuminate the Nasserite
experience and its present. The first is universal schooling and education. The second is anti-colonial
struggle, as exemplified by Port Said’s effigy burning festival. The third is the public’s responses to the
“miraculous millenarian” apparition of the Virgin Mary.

Using an extensive array of sources, ranging from official archives and press reportage to fiction, public
rituals, and oral interviews, Belli’s findings penetrate issues of class, religion, and social and political
activism. She shows that personal testimonies and public representations allow us a deep understanding of
Egypt’s construction of the modern in its many sociocultural layers.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This An Incurable Past: Nasser's Egypt
Then and Now is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

James Fong:

The ability that you get from An Incurable Past: Nasser's Egypt Then and Now may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but An Incurable Past: Nasser's Egypt Then and Now giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific An Incurable Past:
Nasser's Egypt Then and Now instantly.

Bruce Mull:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving An Incurable Past: Nasser's
Egypt Then and Now that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you could pick An Incurable Past: Nasser's Egypt Then and Now become your own starter.

Issac Molina:

The book untitled An Incurable Past: Nasser's Egypt Then and Now contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will take you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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