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How did Brahms conduct his four symphonies? What did he want from other conductors when they
performed these works, and to which among them did he give his approval? And crucially, are there any
stylistic pointers to these performances in early recordings of the symphonies made in the first half of the
twentieth century? For the first time, Christopher Dyment provides a comprehensive and in-depth answer to
these important issues. Drawing together thestrands of existing research with extensive new material from a
wide range of sources - the views of musicians, contemporary journals, memoirs, biographies and other
critical literature - Dyment presents a vivid picture of historic performance practice in Brahms's era and the
half-century that followed. Here is a remarkable panorama showcasing Brahms himself conducting, together
with those conductors whom he heard, among them Levi, Richter, Nikisch, Weingartner and Fritz Steinbach,
and their disciples, such as Toscanini, Stokowski, Boult and Fritz Busch. Here, too, are other famed Brahms
conductors of the early twentieth century, including Furtwängler and Abendroth, whose connections with the
Brahms tradition are closely examined. Dyment then analyses recordings of the symphonies by these
conductors and highlights aspects which the composer might well have commended. Finally, Dyment
suggests the importanceof his conclusions for those contemporary conductors who are currently attempting
to rediscover genuine performance traditions in their own re-creations of the symphonies. This major study is
complemented with forty photographs and a frontispiece. It is sure to fascinate musicians, Brahms
enthusiasts and those interested in the history of recorded music.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Conducting the Brahms Symphonies was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The reserve Conducting the Brahms Symphonies is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Conducting the Brahms Symphonies. You never
sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Doris Seavey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Conducting the Brahms Symphonies can be your answer because it can be
read by a person who have those short time problems.

Helen Rios:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Conducting the Brahms Symphonies can
give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Conducting the Brahms Symphonies.

Kent Moore:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Conducting the Brahms Symphonies when you needed it?
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