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Blair Beebe, M.D. Medical lessons from Vietnam; what did we learn? Almost fifty years after the beginning
of American involvement in the Vietnam War, we still remain embroiled in military actions that generate
disease, disability, and death. Frontline physicians who were in places like Afghanistan, Iraq, Bosnia,
Herzegovina, and Vietnam faced the medical consequences of war every day. My new novel, Doc Lucas
USN, based on real people and real events, brings the war down to a human scale, one person at a time.
History gives us statistics and dates, but fiction helps us to better understand the meaning behind those facts.
One of my old professors defined history as "lies we tell about dead people." We understand more from
reading Homer, Sophocles, Shakespeare, Margaret Mitchell, and Stephen Ambrose than we ever learned
from dry history textbooks. Paradoxically, the truth comes out in fiction. During my time in Vietnam, and for
many years after, I listened to stories from other physicians who served during the war and from naval
aviators and marines who faced combat every day. I also heard different points of view from Vietnamese
civilians who had come to America to escape the chaos after the war. Their eyewitness accounts are the true
history, but unless someone writes them down, we lose them forever. Moreover, individual stories may have
little meaning to us if they lack context. I've often heard both veterans and civilians say, "I don't talk about
my experiences, because anyone who wasn't there could never understand how bad it was." That's why we
need a novel to give us a complete account in an organized way. Each character and each scene moves the
action to develop a central theme about the war. We want more than anecdotes. We want to understand the
how and the why of the unfolding tragedy. Doc Lucas not only recounts the stories, he lives them. We feel
his anxiety, his terror, and at times, his joy. When things go wrong, we know why, and we can feel his
despair. In the good times, and there are many, we laugh along with him. In the end, Doc Lucas learns
important lessons about himself and his values centered on human rights and the relief of suffering. He
emerges from the war better equipped to take his place with stronger convictions about his role in his society.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

The book Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam War can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the
Vietnam War? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Doc Lucas USN: A Novel
of the Vietnam War has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Andrew Hall:

This Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam War usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam War can be on the
list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Doc
Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam War giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Richard Oneal:

You can get this Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam War by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Sally Kim:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam
War to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the
e-book Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam War can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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