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The history of the epic-ranging from the heroic narratives of cultural origin found in Homer and Virgil to the
tumultuous theological and political conflicts depicted by Dante or Milton-is nearly as old as literature itself.
But the epic is also made and remade by its present, adapted to the pressures and formal necessities of its
particular cultural moment. Examining modernist poetry's epic turn in the years between the two World
Wars, C.D. Blanton's ambitious study charts the inversion of what Ezra Pound called "a poem including
history" into a fractured and hollowed form, a "negated epic" that struggles not only to acknowledge the
distant past but also to conceive its immediate present.

Compelled to register the force of a larger historical totality it cannot directly represent, the negated epic
reorients the function of poetic language, trading expression or signification for concrete but often buried
reference, remaking the poem as an instrument of dialectical reason in the process. Epic Negation turns first
to T. S. Eliot, productively pairing The Waste Land with The Criterion, the literary review it announced in
1922, to argue that Eliot's journal systematically realizes the editorial and critical method through which
modernism's epochal poem sought to think its moment whole, developing a totalizing account of interwar
culture. Dividing the epic's critical function from its style, The Criterion not only includes history differently,
but also formulates an intricately dialectical account of the crisis facing bourgeois society, formed in the
image of a Marxism it opposes.

World War II's approach serves to organize the second half of Blanton's study, as he traces the dislocated
formal effects of a serial epic gone underground. In the tense elegies and pastorals of W. H. Auden and Louis
MacNeice, lyric forms cryptically divulge the determining force of unmentionable but universal events,
dividing experience against consciousness, what can be said in a poem from what cannot. And, finally, with
H.D.'s Trilogy-written under bombardment in a terse exchange with Freud's famous rewriting of biblical
history in Moses and Monotheism--the poetic image itself lapses, consigning epic to the silent historical force
of the unconscious. Uniquely conceived and deftly executed, Epic Negation transforms our understanding of
modernist poetics and the concept of epic more broadly.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

The book Epic Negation: The Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and Culture)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Epic Negation: The Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature
and Culture) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
book Epic Negation: The Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and Culture). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Kathryn Patterson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Epic Negation: The Dialectical
Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and Culture). All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Gerald Wright:

Here thing why that Epic Negation: The Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and
Culture) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Epic Negation: The
Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and Culture) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Epic
Negation: The Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and Culture). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Epic
Negation: The Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and Culture) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Eddie Grabowski:

The e-book with title Epic Negation: The Dialectical Poetics of Late Modernism (Modernist Literature and
Culture) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the



condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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