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This book focuses on the literature of exoticism at the turn of the last century and how it foreshadows our
own fin de siecle. Earlier writers of exoticism had turned away from the West and its modernity, rejecting
the social changes caused by industrialization and displacing onto 'savage' or 'primitive' cultures their
aspirations for political freedom. By the turn of the century, however, European nations had reduced vast
areas of the globe to colonial status: this global exportation of Western cultural norms and economic systems
had a critical effect on the literature of exoticism. In concentrating on writers from the age of the New
Imperialism (1880-1920), this book reveals an important contradiction at the heart of the exoticist impulse:
the very expansion that enabled European writers to go in search of exotic Others ensured the eventual
disappearance of the exotic. Turn-of-the-century writers of exoticism thus give voice to a deep nostalgia both
for the values supposedly lost to the West in its process of modernization and for those once exotic places in
which they found, with increasing disappointment, not pristine innocence but merely the traces of their own
culture. The author concentrates on four writers - Jules Verne, Pierre Loti, Victor Segalen, and Joseph
Conrad - although he touches on a number of other writers, and even painters, like Paul Gauguin. The works
of these four writers foreground attitudes and assumptions useful for understanding a wide array of
phenomena: an examination of these works shows how nostalgia for a cultural Other was built into the
intellectual configuration of modernism, throws light on the early history of anthropology, and helps us
understand features of our own cultural formation that are becoming increasingly important in today's global
village. Making an explicit link between turn-of-the-century exoticism and the present day, the book
concludes with a critical assessment of Pier Paolo Pasolini's neo-exoticist attachment to a supposedly
revolutionary Third World in his poetry and literary criticism. The book's critical stance is noteworthy,
drawing its basic assumptions from pensiero debole, the 'weak thought' of the contemporary Italian
philosopher Gianni Vattimo, whose poststructuralist theories are only now becoming known in the United
States. ' Weak thought' seeks to supersede outmoded, metaphysical categories of thought, not by replacing
them with something new, but by an elegaic, recollective, and rhetorical dwelling within those categories.
The author also makes creative use of narrative theory, and draws on the recent 'new historicism', reading
literary texts to excellent effect against the historical events that made them possible.<
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Sands:

The book Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the Fin de Siecle make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the Fin de Siecle to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like wide open and read a book Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the
Fin de Siecle. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

James Jones:

The feeling that you get from Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the Fin de Siecle is a more deep
you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the Fin de Siecle
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular
Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the Fin de Siecle instantly.

Gary Williams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Exotic Memories: Literature,
Colonialism, and the Fin de Siecle that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you are able to pick Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the Fin de Siecle become
your own personal starter.

Lionel Huggins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Exotic Memories: Literature, Colonialism, and the Fin
de Siecle why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint



an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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